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Think about Birds When You Enjoy a Cup of Joe
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Are you a coffee lover? People in
Taiwan drink more than 2.85 billion
cups of coffee every year, according to
the statistics provided by the Ministry
of Finance. Coffee lovers probably
don’t know that getting a cup of

COFFEE FARMS'-
store or a coffee shop every day might  EFGH9Y 2 Rice
have an impact on the populations

freshly brewed coffee at a convenience

and habitats of tropical birds.

Biologist Cagan Sekercioglu and his team at the University of Utah conducted a long-
term study spanning 12 years on tropical bird population trends at coffee plantations
and forest areas in Costa Rica. They intended to investigate whether the expansion of
coffee plantations would reduce tropical bird populations, an important indicator of

biodiversity.
Word Bank ( 557 ) 0§ shversd Q JAHE A BN R o 4
1. breW (V) %z: (Uj]ﬂuj’f) A & -/& Cg—’;}g_ 28 5 ff@’}x ff?ﬂkt?%—- ) "é" hr e A -:l_
2. habitat (n.) 2t Tl e i B 2GR R e
3. span (v.) BB ~ F54H BRI et BT RERHRE
4. plantation (n.) FEfE E B g By o
5. biodiversity (n.) A=4¥75%E1E B E s g R R S B

SRR EORE B AR IR
be LB A B 22 AR B cha R 0
Bl o P A REFY T i
FlEE € athh el o athy i
$15 % LA F 5 fRiEa- L& R

NKUST %13

e-Newsletter



)
™~

"

&
3

3
=

The results were mixed. The
researchers found that coffee
& farms with an average of 13%
- tree cover have more tropical
bird populations than the farms
with just 7% tree cover. This
means that a small increase in
tree cover can be conducive to
birds. However, the researchers
also found an overall trend of

declining bird populations at
all study sites except for La Amistad International Park. Even with some amount
of tree cover, coffee plantations farms can never replace big forests in the
conservation of biodiversity. Besides, a lot of species lost in the coffee plantations
farms are specialist species, ones that can only survive in specific habitats. This
indicates that it is also important to look at the composition of the bird community
at a site rather than just the number of species.
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Costa Rica
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Sekercioglu said, “If you’'re drinking
coffee, that is a key crop that is planted in
many of the world’s tropical biodiversity
hotspots, and your choices in where
you get your coffee can make a positive
or negative influence.” Sekercioglu
recommended coffee lovers to purchase

coffee from Ethiopia or Kenya, where it is
often grown under 20-foot tall native trees. So next time when you buy a cup of
coffee, think about your bird friends!
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https://ppt.cc/fusB4x
https://www.pnas.org/content/116/20/9903
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/04/190429154554 .htm
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https://jameskaiser.com/costa-rica-guide/food/coffee/

http://wildlifeart.blogspot.com/2011/04/tropica-broadbilled-mottmott-jungle.html
https://www.chinatimes.com/realtimenews/20180604001949-260405?chdtv
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