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The diversity of Munich
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Munich, which means the Home of the Monks, was originally established as a
monastery in the 8th century. The city is located on the River Isar, north of the
Bavarian Alps and was founded in 1158. Today, it is Germany’s third largest city
and the flourishing capital of the Federal State of Bavaria with the commercial and
cultural hub. The city has a population of about 1.3 million and its metropolitan
area is home to around 2.7 million people. This cosmopolitan and sophisticated
city has a thriving economy and is the base to many large corporations, including
the BMW headquarter.
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The most renowned festival tradition in Munich
should be Oktoberfest, which always begins on
the second-to-last weekend in September and
ends on the first weekend of October. If you are
not so keen on beer-drinking, you could consider
visiting Munich in December for its fascinating
Christmas markets. The traditional Munich
Christmas Market on Marienplatz is one of the
oldest markets in Germany with its little booths
and stalls spreading across 20,000 square meters.
This Christmas market is located in a pedestrian-
friendly area beside the town hall. Each year,
during the Christmas season, there is always a
giant Christmas tree covered in 3,000 fairy lights.
This market has the typically Bavarian style and a
large number of stalls selling handcrafted goods,
hot chestnuts and almonds, snowball cakes, and
stollen and fruit cake. Around Christmas, Advent
music is performed live every evening at 5:30 p.m.
from the balcony of the town hall. If you visit
there in winter, Munich is surely able to offer you
the most authentic Christmas tradition that you

would never forget.
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Vocabulary and phrase
1. monk i i&

[Example] The neighborhood monk prays at the school daily.
R EE X b AT -

2. flourishing % #

[Example] Boston quickly became a flourishing port.
ABTH RGN L - BRESEC .
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3. metropolitan area % § %

(Example] In the particularly busy metropolitan areas, such as New York, you are lucky
if your commute is under an hour each way.
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4. headquarter 3%

[Example] The headquarter of Google is in San Francisco, California, the United
States.
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5. renowned v % &7

[Example] We have invited some veteran diplomats, renowned scholars,
diplomatic envoys and friends from the media for the welcoming party.
EANAR .5 = TR A ??—*ﬂ‘ CHBER G SRR R A RS %,ﬁg °

6. pedestrian-friendly ¥+i7 4 % & en

(Example] The historic Bund area on the west bank of the Huangpu River could

soon be transformed and made more pedestrian-friendly.
F LT R TR T A TR > YR A A A
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