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London is situated in
the southeast region
of the Great Britain,
lying astride the River
Thames. It is not only
the capital but also the
largest cosmopolitan

of the United Kingdom.
According to the UN’s
World Urbanization
Prospects, the population of London in 2020 is estimated to be as much as 9.3 million.

It is reported that people living in London are from about 300 different countries in the
world. There is no doubt that London is one of the most diverse cities in Europe.

Because of the city’s great cultural diversity, visitors always have something new to
discover while they are traveling in London. Throughout the year, there are always
carnivals and fairs. The most famous celebration should the Notting Hill Carnival,
which is the second largest carnival in the world and often attracts millions of visitors
annually. The carnival is characterized with dancing and music performances deeply
influenced by Afro-Caribbean cultures.
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In addition, there are also many renowned landmarks
that are worth-visiting when you visit London. One |,
of the most important attractions for visitors is the
Buckingham Palace, the major residence of the British
royal family. Every year, hundreds of tourists gather in §
the neighborhood of the palace just for watching the g
changing of the Queen’s Guard. However, it is important &
to check the date and schedule before you visit because
the ceremony is not held daily and may be canceled due
to some unexpected factors.

If you are a lover of historical architecture, the Tower
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of London is the place that you should not skip. The
architecture is about 900 years old. It was the residence, prison, and execution site of
the royalty in the early days. Now, it is turned into a museum and open to public. It
is sure that you can get a great glimpse of the mysterious royal family by visiting the
museum. For its profound history and extensive culture, London would not disappoint
you no matter what your interests are.
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Vocabulary and phrase
1. astride B4%
[ Definition ] situated on both sides of something

[Example] Its strategic position, next to Middle East and Russia and astride Europe
and Asia, means that Turkeys has always mattered.
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2. cosmopolitan = 5

[ Definition ] having constituent elements from all over the world or from many
different parts of the world

[Example] Asia has a lot of big cities, many of which are world-class cosmopolitans.
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3. carnival JLgx &
[ Definition] a festival or revel
(Example] During carnival, everyone has a dream, even if it is only for one day.
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4. be characterized with % 7 ... #¢

[ Definition] to have a distinctive trait or mark of

[Example] Any society is characterized with a system of morality ideas in
agreement with the historical condition.
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5.royalty 2 %
[ Definition ] monarchs and their families considered as a group

[Example] The Queen Elizabeth is the leader of the British royalty nowadays.
ETE A2 A S R F A

6. execution 7|
[ Definition] the enforcement of the judgment of a court of law

(Example] He faced execution by hanging for murder.
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